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Workshop Key Points to Think About...
XENOPHOBIA:  PRESENTED BY DANIEL BYAMUNGU

As our guest speaker expressed, the concept of 

xenophobia in the context of South Africa is one that is 

created from poverty, struggle, and institutionalized 

racism.  

There are big corporations that need to be considered 

when discussing xenophobia in South Africa. Why is it 

that corporate stores are not attacked during these 

outbreaks, but small shops are?

What can South Africa do to recognize the rights of 

immigrants that are coming here as asylum seekers 

and refugees? How can they be better accounted for to 

ensure that they can also contribute to the economy 

and not be seen as 'thieves'?

Point of consideration: there are many organizations 

run by South Africans that protect foreigners against 

xenophobia. Perhaps we must rethink the concept of 

xenophobia to discover the true source of frustration.
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Workshop Key Points to Think About...
STATE CAPTURE:  PRESENTED BY  LUKHONA MNGUNI

As was introduced by our guest speaker, the concepts 

of 'state capture' and the 'capture of the state' are 

longstanding in South Africa. We must remember the

choices that were made in 1994 and how these 

continue to (mis)guide us today. We must look at the 

power of the state and how it has and has not shifted 

since.

Our speaker strongly discussed the lack of voters 

within our nation, particularly within young citizen 

communities. How can we continue to take part in 

politics in a way that engages others and encourages 

participation?

We persevere in this movement by continuing to 

promote discussions and open conversations about the 

matters that continue to affect us. With this, we 

consider the following: does South Africa recognize 

that not voting is a vote in itself? Perhaps the choice to 

not participate in politics is a demonstration in the lack 

of representation within the younger community.

EDUCATION:  PRESENTED BY SANDILE ZONDI

The issues surrounding education are not recent and 

go far beyond the 2015 protests. The #FeesMustFall 

campaign therefore represents much more than fees, 

but the quality of education, and lack thereof, that is 

being given to current and future generations.

Our current society is living in a world of social media 

and instant gratification, but how are these societal 

shifts affecting our willingness to study.

Lastly, audience members brought up the fact that

students and the 'student lifestyle' has significantly 

changed in the last 20 years. Students are expected to 

be strong academics, but many are surviving by 

skipping meals and with little sleep. This is an issue 

that needs to be remedied, but how? 
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Workshop Key Points to Think About...
FEMINISM:  PRESENTED BY  ROZENA MAART  

The concepts of feminism, white feminism, radical 

feminism, and what we stand for when we say that we 

are feminists were discussed. There are key differences 

in these terms and how they are used to represent the 

distinct history of women's rights globally. 

We discussed how feminism is used to empower men as 

well, encouraging the need that many men feel to show 

emotion and vulnerability, both of which have been 

seen by many societies as a sign of weakness. 

The concept of being a female vs. being a woman was 

addressed. The term 'female' is a scientific term that is 

used to biologically identify animals and people, but 

how one represents themselves is for the purpose of 

identifying within the gender spectrum, woman, man, 

or other.

Gender and gender norms. Members of the audience 

discussed the concept of femininity and 'looking like a 

woman'. A point to note is that many believe that

gender and the concept of being a 'woman' is a social 

construct. Gender, femininity, and masculinity are fluid 

in their definition and how people can identify with 

each. Additionally, we discussed the use of profanity, 

and how men are told to 'man up' and what this 

means. 

Lastly, audience members discussed the role of women 

in the bedroom, how the concept of 'women using sex 

as a negotiation tool' is implied in our society, and 

what it means when a woman has desires; how she is 

labelled.

CCS is working towards hosting another Young Perspectives Workshop in the 

next month,  so be on the look out!  We are looking for more topics to discuss 

and want students to let us know which social,  political,  environmental,  etc.  

issues they would like to engage in.  Reach out to us by email,  twitter,  

instagram,  and/or facebook!

what's next?
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